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383 April 24, 1896 

Cholera notes. 

[Translated in this Bureau from the "Veroffentlichungen des Kaiserlichen Gesund- 
heitsamtes," Berlin, April 1, 1896.] 

East Indies — Calcutta.— From February 16 to 22 there were 58 deaths 
from cholera. 

Current quarantine measures. 

Greece. — According to advices of March 18 the quarantine of obser- 
vation against arrivals from the Egyptian ports is limited to forty-eight 
hours. 

Spain. — By royal decree of March 16 and 21 quarantine against ves- 
sels arriving, under normal conditions, from St. Petersburg and Bang- 
kok is suspended. 

BRAZIL. 
Sanitary report of Rio de Janeiro. 

Bio de Janeiro, March 17, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit report for the week ended March 
14, 1896: 

There were 49 deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 6 ; 231 
from yellow fever, a decrease of 6 ; 3 from smallpox, a decrease of 1 ; 6 
from beriberi, a decrease of 2 ; 14 from enteric fever, a decrease of 2 ; 1 
from whooping cough, the same as in the foregoing week ; 2 from 
measles, an increase of 1 ; and 59 from tuberculosis, an increase of 1. 
From all causes there were 719 deaths, an increase of 19, and the heaviest 
mortality in any one week this season. 

Yellow fever. — This disease is slowly declining, and is now about as 
high as it will be. Almost daily telegrams announce the appearance of 
fevers of a bad type in many small interior towns, and at railway sta- 
tions, which are often called yellow fever ; but this is usual, and though 
it is probable that in many cases they are genuine and carried from the 
seaboard, yet it can hardly be believed that they are all yellow fever, 
especially as paludic fevers are always rife in all these districts at this 
time of the year. 

Smallpox. — The epidemic form of this disease appears to be nearly 
extinct, if not quite so. 

Case of the Lombardia. — The Italian cruiser Lombardia was lying in 
this port and was attacked by yellow fever, and as little or mistaken 
means of disinfection were applied and isolation forgotten, the disease 
rapidly extended amongst the crew and officers, so that she was removed 
to Ilha Grande for sanitary reasons, where she infected the government 
employees on shore. Out of 258 persons, all told, aboard, all were 
attacked except 5, and 115 died, including the captain. I will not 
vouch for the exactness of these figures, but such is what I could learn. 
The Government sent a steamer and a special commission to the assist- 
ance of the Lombardia, but it is difficult to ascertain what was done, as 
there appears to be some recrimination between the parties ; but now 
it is announced that the disease is conquered, as indeed it makes no 
more victims, as the pabulum is exhausted. It is difficult to imagine 
how such a case could occur nowadays, with our knowledge and means of 
opposing the extension of the disease. It will be remembered that when 
the U. S. S. Newark (in 1894) was attacked in the person of 1 man here, 
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he was at once landed and the ship put to sea, and though 2 other cases 
occurred aboard, it extended no further. It is disheartening to realize 
the great difficulty in educating the people, even those who ought to 
know, in sanitary science and its paramount necessity. 

Since last report the following- named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health from this office : March 11, bark Julia, American, 
for Barbados, West Indies ; steamship Nasmyth, British, for New York, 
and steamship Carib Prince, British, for New York ; March 16, steam- 
ship Cordoba, French, for New Orleans. 

Bespectfully, yours, E. Cleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

Bio de Janeiro, March 24, 1896. 

Sie : I have the honor to transmit report for week ended March 21, 
1896 : 

There were 51 deaths from accesso pernicioso, an increase of 2 ; 228 
from yellow fever, a decrease of 3 ; 5 from smallpox, an increase of 2 ; 

7 from beriberi, an increase of 1 ; 18 from enteric fever, an increase of 
4 ; 1 from measles, a decrease of 1 ; 58 from tuberculosis, a decrease of 
1, and none from whooping cough, 1 in the foregoing week. From all 
causes there were 695 deaths, a decrease of 24. 

Yellow fever. — The decline in the number of deaths from this disease 
is not as great as was to be expected, but with the lower temperature it 
always gets less at this time of the year ; so we may hope for a better 
report next week. The number of cases increased 21 during the week. 

Smallpox. — This disease still hangs on, though it usually quite disap- 
pears during the hottest mouths, so that it is to be feared that it will 
become epidemic when the season is more advanced. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been visited and 
received bills of health from this office: March 23, American bark 
Baltimore, for Baltimore, Md. , and British steamship Kaffir Prince, for 
New York, from Santos. 

Bespectfully, yours, B. Cleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. 8. M. H. S. 

Bio de Janeiro, March SI, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit report for the week ended March 
28, 1896 : 

There were 48 deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 2 ; 231 
from yellow fever, an increase of 3 ; 4 from smallpox, a decrease of 1 ; 

8 from beriberi, an increase of 1 ; 12 from enteric fever, a decrease of 
6 ; 2 from whooping cough, none in the foregoing week ; 52 from tuber- 
culosis, a decrease of 6, and none from measles. There were 699 deaths 
from all causes, an increase of 4. 

Yellow fever. — This disease appears to be at a standstill, in spite of 
the cooler weather. It has appeared at many places in the interior and 
on the coast, including Sao Paulo, Bahia, and Campinas, as well as a 
number of smaller towns. The denizens of those places attribute its 
visit to importation from the coast. There are many who say that the 
disease is more fatal this year than usual, but I do not think there is 
anything peculiar in its type. As a rule, it is more fatal at the 
beginning of an epidemic than later on, which, in part, may be 
accounted for from the fact that the most susceptible, and, as a conse- 
quence, the least resisting, are first attacked, and as the season advances 
the stricken ones are hardier as against the fell disease, and a larger 
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proportion escapes. But there are other causes, and I believe a great 
one is that nearly every year someone discovers a new specific for a 
disease which is not to be specifically treated with any success, and 
reliance is too often placed on the remedy to the exclusion of old and 
tried methods. Disinfectant and antiseptic treatment has had, and is 
having, its run, and, properly applied, has excellent effects, but alone 
there never has been found a specific disinfectant. This year from the 
very start eucalyptus has been vaunted as an almost sure cure, and has 
been applied in different ways, until now, late in the season, many if not 
most of the practitioners have abandoned its use, though in the begin- 
ning the public prints teemed with notices of almost miraculous cures 
signed by prominent medical men. 

The use of new and improved methods in rapidly fatal disease is 
unwarranted, and though I used the eucalyptus in several cases, I did 
not neglect known and tried methods which had before given me good 
results, and my success this year was as good as ever. I have done 
better with Dr. Sternberg's bichloride of mercury, conjoined with large 
and deep disinfectant clysters, than with any other disinfectant, unless, 
perhaps, with sodium benzoate. Also, from the teachings of an able, 
scientific, and justly considered high authority, tincture of cantharides 
is given against anuria, the most fatal symptom, but such an irritating 
stimulant, if given in active doses, I consider dangerous, though the 
homeopathic doses of one-third of a drop every two hours, which are 
used here, can do little harm, unless other known and efficient means 
are neglected. And yesterday I read in the morning paper of a brand 
new treatment, which is arsenic. 

Now, with all these elements of tentative treatment, is it to be won- 
dered at that the disease is very fatal? I hope to give a better health 
report next week. 

Since last report, the following-named ships have been inspected or 
received bills of health from this office : March 26, British bark Mozam- 
bique, for New York, and British ship W. E. Corsar, for Ship Island, Mis- 
sissippi ; March 27, British steamship Mozart, for New York, American 
barkentine Glad Tidings, for Barbados, West Indies, and British steam- 
ship Manitoba, from Santos for New York. 

Bespectfully, yours, E. Cleaey, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H, 8. 

CHINA. 

Bubonic plague in Hongkong. 

Hongkong, March S, 1896. 
Sie : I have the honor to inform the Department that this colony 
has been declared afflicted with bubonic plague. Quarantine has been 
established by the Straits Government in consequence thereof, and a 
decrease of business may be looked for, though the plague is certainly 
not raging in a virulent form. I might say at present only sporadic 
cases occur, and, as we are having rains, we may have diminution 
instead of increase. Of course, every precaution is taken against the 
spread of the disease. Even if more serious, the consequence will not 
be as great as may appear from our experience in 1894, which to a 
certain extent demonstrates that it is not probable that it will be trans- 
ferred from Asia to America. The time of incubation being from three 
to ten days, and, as you are advised, that it is in fact endemic and not 
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